
Acknowledgement of Juvenile Victim Status
Attn: Media representatives, editors

PHOENIX, Az – March 24th, 2015 – The Free Jessie B support team respectfully requests that all media 
representatives who choose to cover the Jessica Burlew court case keep in mind that she is an underage victim of
sexual assault and violence. Usually, coverage of a juvenile victim would not include her name, picture or family
details, but many of those were unfortunately shared in the media at the time of her arrest. It is still imperative to 
protect Jessie Burlew as a survivor of sexual assault as much as possible, so we request the following journalistic
standards:

• References to Jason Ash (the decedent) should be framed as a 43 year old man who sexually exploited a 
minor, gave her hard drugs and inflicted sexual violence on her. He should not, under any definition, be 
referred to as “her boyfriend.”

• Jessie should not be portrayed as hypersexualized or older than her young age of 17. She is an 
emotionally vulnerable child whose diagnoses of autism and schizoaffective disorder make her come off 
as much younger than her age, not older. This is extremely evident in her letters, artwork and videos 
uploaded to YouTube.

• An important detail of the crime scene (as noted in the police report) is that there was no sign of a 
struggle. Jason Ash was much larger than Jessie Burlew and could have easily overpowered her if he had
felt his life was in danger. These details support Jessie's ongoing statement to police that she had no 
intention to kill Ash, and that he was participatory in his own asphyxiation.

Thank you so much for your commitment to responsible journalism, and your coverage of this important story.

Source: Free Jessie B support group, freejessieb.org
Media Contacts: support@freejessieb.org, (480)388-2732
Full Press Kit: freejessieb.org/presskit (includes press ready pictures and copies of letters/artwork)

Join the fight to get Jessie out of adult prison and into the sunlight and care that she deserves.
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